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Struggle between These rival systems has now lasted for some fourteen 



centuries. It began with the advent of Islam, in the seventh century, and has 
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1>V^ (Muhammad Prophet and Statesman) ^ l7i£ f (Montgomery Watt) «i, b tij^d/^jtf* 

Of all the world "great men none has been so much maligned as Muhammad 
For centuries, Islam was the great enemy of Christendom, since 



Christendom was in direct contact with no other organized states comparable 

;. The Byzantine Empire, after losing some of its bi 



in 



power 



the Muslim 



provinces 10 the Arabs, was being attacked in Asia Miner, while Western 
Europe was threatened through Spain and Sicily, Even before the crusades 
focussed attention on the expulsion of the Saracens from the Holy Land, 



med 



Europe was building up 



Pt 




Muhammad was transformed into Mahound. th 



great enemy. At a. point 



Prince of darkness. By 




twelfth century, the ideas about Islam and Muslims current in the crusading 
armies were such Travesties that they had a bad affect on moral.^ 
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Christians of medieval times misunderstood Muhammad and considered him a 



despicable character. The reasons as wi 



be shown later were moi 



that is economic and political than ideological. His earliest portrait as a false 



proph 



d importers, sketched by 



th-century Greek chronicl 



ater 



embellished with the bright colors of ever sexuality, dissoluteness, blcod 
thirstiness and brigandage. In clerical circles Muhammad became the antichrist. 
His dead body was suspended some where between heaven and earth until and 
Italian cor 



vert 



in 1503 visited Medina and was evidently surprised not to find 
it in that position. Dente bisected the trunk of Muhammad's body and 
consigned it to the ninth hell as befits the chief of the damned souls, bringcrs of 
schism into religion. 

Western fablers used Maumet, one of forty-one variants of Muhammad's name 



>UJ 
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^FX^Zi) 



listed in the Oxford English Dictionary in the sense of idol, ft came lo mean 



"Puppet" or "Doll". In this sense Shakespeare used the word in "Romeo and 

Juliet". Another variant of the same name Maumet, was used in English 

medieval encyclical plays as an object of worship. Ironically the greatest in 
iconoclast and the leading champion of the oneness of God in history was 

0) 

metamorphosed into an object of worship. ^^ 
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The word Hadith means tale communication, not only are 



communications among those who have embraced the religious life 



called Hadith, But also historical information whether secular or 
religious and whether of times long past or of more recent events,"^ 
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"The Hadith not serve as a document for the history of the infancy of 



Islam, but rather as reflection of the tendencies which appeared in the 

(?) 

community during the mature stages of its development. . 
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"After the Prophet's death, however, the growing community of his followers 
found that a great many problems of religion, and even more of community 

life, were arising for which there was no specific guidance in the Quran. 
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V 




Guidance was therefore sought in the Traditions, Hadith, as to what the 
prophet had said and done, or was reported to have said and done. This vast 
accumulation of genuine, partly genuine, and quite spurious traditions was 
presently digested into the collections of Hadith, six of which are considered to 
be the canonical collections. But as these canonical collections were primarily 
concerned with material of juristic nature, it follows that much material of 
importance for the religion of Islam had to be drawn from the other, 
un-canonical collections. It was well known to Muslims that much of the 
Hadith material was spurious, but for the study of Islam even those traditions 
which the community invented and attributed to Muhammad have their value, 
often as much value as those which may actually have come from him." CD 
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"Where such traditions were found to exist, it was held the rulings they contained, 
explicitly or implicitly, were decisive and mandatory for all Muslims. The sunna 
(Practice) of the Prophet obviously supersedes other sunnas, and still more any 
spectacular reasoning. This argument (elaborated by the jurist al-Shifai-i, d 820) 
was clearly unchallengeable that it was perforce accepted in principle by all the 
schools of law", 




Arthor JefTery, Islam ,Muhammad and his religion p.l 2 
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"Throughout his lifetime Muhammad served as God's spokesman, 
thereby performing the triple function of legislation judge, and 



executive." 
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The usage of prophet (sunnah, "custom," "use") including his deeds, 
utterances and tacit approval was available. It clarified the scriptural 
text, elaborated on it, supplemented it, and thus fulfilled new 

demands. The prophetic sunnah became in the first century after the 
hijrah the object of intensive study, next to the study of the Koran 
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"There were many minor legal and administrative problems to settle, 
his decisions in which were passed down in Muslim tradition and 
became unchanging laws for hundreds of millions of millions of 

persons, for centuries to come. 
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•.{Jt "A (Maurice Bucaille) £. ti Jjs/i} 
"During Muhammad's life and after his death, complementary 
information of legislative nature wasjndeed sought in the study of 
the words and deeds of the prophet." 
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'Those who undertook to assemble them in collections made the 
kind of enquiries which are always very taxing before recording 
accounts of past events. They nevertheless had a great regard for 
accuracy in their arduous task of collecting information. This is 
illustrated by the fact that for all of the prophet's sayings, the most 
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venerable collections always bear the names of those responsible for 
the account, going right back to the person who first collected the 
information from members of Muhammad's family or his 
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Maurice Bucaille, The Bible , The Quran and Science, p, 259 
Maurice Bucaille, The Bible , The Quran and Science, p. 259 
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H When the rapid succession of conquests led them to distant countries, 



they handed on these hadith of the prophet to those who had not hear 

■ 
■ ■ 
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them by their own ears and after his death they added many salutary 
sayings when were taught to be in accord with his sentiments and could 
therefore, is their view legitimately be ascribed to him or of whose 
soundness they. Where in general convinced, these hadith dealt the 
religious and legal practices which had been developed under the prophet 
and were regarded as setting the norm for the Islamic world. They formed 



the basic material of the hadith. 
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"We are unlikely to have even as much confidence as Dozy regarding large 
part of the hadith. But will probably consider by for the greater part of it, as 
the results of religious historical and social development of Islam during the 



first centuries 
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"Many of the traditions put a new color upon the Moslem creed. 
Mohammad had not claimed the power of miracles, but hundreds of pretty 
traditions told of his wonder-working: how he fed a multitude from food 
hardly adequate for one man; exorcised demons; drew rain from heaven by 
one prayer, and stopped it by another; how he touched the udders of dry 
goats and they gave milk; how the sick were healed by confect with his 
clothes or his shorn hair. Christian influences seem to have molded many of 
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the traditions; love towards one's enemies was inculcated, though 
Mohammad had sterner views: the Lord's Prayer was adopted from the 

i 

Gospels; the parables of the sower, the wedding guests, and the labourers in 
the vineyard we*e put into Mohammad's mouth; all in all, he was 
transformed into an excellent Christian, despite his nine wives'*. 
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"The best way of proving that a tradition did not exist at a certain time is to 
show that it was not used as a legal argument in a discussion which would 
have made reference to it imperative, if it had existed" ® 
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"Among the orientalists there have been differences of opinion about 

■ 

the beginning of 'isnad'. According to Caetani, TJrwah (d. 94), the 



oldest systematic collector of traditions as quoted by Tabari, used no 
isnads and quoted no authority but the Qur'an. Caetani, therefore, 
holds that in the time of 'Abd al-Malik (d. 70-80), more than sixty 
years after the Prophet's death, the practice of giving isnad did no 
exist. So, he concludes that the beginning of the isnad system may 
be placed in the period between 'Urwah and Ibn Ishaq (d. 151). In 

- 

his opinion the greater part of the isnad was put together and created 
by traditionalists belonging to the end of the second century, and 
perhaps also by those belonging to the third. 

Sprenger has also pointed out that the writing of 'Urwah to 'Abd 
al-malik does not contain isnad and it was only later that he was 
credited with it". 
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"The insistence on complete chains is to be associated with the 



teaching of ash-shafi-i, who was roughly a contemporary of 




Waqidi, Once it became fashionable to give complete msads, 



scholars must have been tempted to extend their chains backwards to 



contemporaries of Muhammad. Even when thus added to the chains, 
however, their additions may have been sound, since they probably 



knew in a general way where their predecessors had obtained 



information. This means only that we cannot rely so fully on the 



early links of the chains as on the later ones. 
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